198                      A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.

equal to any such, attempt, no alliances or cor-
respondence with any of the Romans' enemies, no
ships to traverse the ocean, and make them ter-
rible.

Nothing called Caesar over hither to invade the
innocent Britons, but thirst of glory, and enlarg-
ing dominion ; a principle imbibed from the tyran-
nic nature of the Devil; to raise human glory,
not by deeds truly great, not by virtuous actions,
but by destroying and insulting the weak in pre-
sumption of strength, and by shedding blood to
triumph over the wrongs and oppression of their
fellow-creatures.

And what was the reward of Ceesar's ambition
and thirst of glory ? a conquest indeed he gained ;
but of what, and for whom ? a conquest of inno-
cence, and a conquest for the Devil; the fruit of
which was thus to be summed up : They, first and
last, destroyed two millions, some think five or six
millions, of the inhabitants; they spilt also an
ocean of Roman blood ; eighty thousand Romans
were killed at one time by the gallant queen Boa-
dicea at Camalodunum, now Maiden, in Essex ; and
after a possession of above six hundred years, they
were forced to abandon it with infamy and scandal,
and so ended just where they began.

Whence was all this, but from the Devil ? whose
government of the world had this magic indeed
always in it, that it spread cruelty and tyranny in
all parts, founded dominion in blood, and made the
world a theatre of rapine and violence.

This was the secret magic of his government,
and yet this was always carried on under the mask
of justice, peace, and religion; that is to say,
avarice was justice, and to gain the plunder of a
nation was a sufficient pretence to quarrel with and
subdue it: conquest then brought peace ; that is to
says when rapine or slaughter had impoverished or